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OLIVE KIDS   ---    Improving the lives of Palestinian children 

 
Australian Foundation for Palestinian Children – “Olive Kids” 

Annual Report - 2009/2010 

Date:   30 July 2010 

Board & Executive:  Nour Sukkar, Tarek AbuShaban, Sara Elagha, Adeeb Fares, Adel Yousef, Shane 
McCartin, Tayseer El-Hissi, Moammar Mashni, Amin Abbas 

Accountant: Sam Balbisi  

The Australian Foundation for Palestinian Children (Olive Kids) continued to grow during the 2009/2010 
financial year.  A number of activities and events were delivered successfully with key projects and initiatives 
further developing and progressing as will be shared in this report.   

Olive Kids continues to rely on volunteers that are keen to contribute to the mission of "improving the lives of 
Palestinian children". A promising step forward this year was the active youth engagement in the work of Olive 
Kids. The young volunteers participated in all activities, demonstrated leadership, brought new energy, 
presented fresh ideas and maintained strong belief in this great cause. 

Orphan’s project  

Sponsorship program was a highlight this past financial year. In addition to the ongoing support of 10 Orphans 
in collaboration with Emleson Women Society in Jerusalem, Olive Kids expanded the sponsorship program by 
starting with a new indigenous partner, Al-Amal Institute for Orphans in Gaza. Post the Gaza war in 2008/2009; 
the result was a staggering 4000 new orphans that required sponsorship. Olive Kids facilitated 60 orphan 
sponsorships, bringing the total number of sponsorships managed by Olive Kids to 70 in Gaza and Jerusalem.  
   

 

 

 

 

 
 
              Pictures of orphans from Gaza, including twin boys, sponsored during the financial year in collaboration with Al-Amal 
 

During the 09/10 financial year, Olive Kids board members Sara Elagha and Nour Sukkar and the pro-active 
volunteer Marym Elagha conducted two self sponsored field visits to Emleson late 2009 and again in June 
2010. They met the children and the board of Emleson, explored further collaboration and assessed Emleson 
facilities for future opportunities for the remote training project. Board member Moammar Mashni and volunteer 
Mofeed Shahin also undertook a visit to Emleson in October 2009 and discussed various collaborative activities 
as well as attending to ongoing administrative issues – mostly as a result of the ongoing occupation. 
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Clothes project 

Olive Kids administered the second clothes drive activity, collecting and packaging new and high quality used 
clothing for the benefit of the Palestinian refugees. A 20-foot container was shipped to Jordan and distributed 
248 boxes in the refugee camps in Jordan in partnership with UNRWA. Access to Gaza was still off limits due to 
the continued Israeli blockade being imposed. However, recent reports suggest slightly more favourable 
conditions and fewer restrictions on material aid to Gaza. Olive Kids plan to target Gaza during FY10/11.  

     

Loading the container with Australian aid headed for the Palestinian refugee camps in Jordan 

Fundraising Dinner 

The night of its 3rd annual fundraising dinner was held on November 29 in Melbourne, Internationally 
recognised as the United Nations Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People. The event proved there is 
enormous support and solidarity for the long suffering Palestinians raising $18,398.95. 
 
The two principal goals of the evening were to highlight the ongoing and very dire circumstances that continue 
to befall Palestinian children and also to hopefully secure sponsorship for 50 orphans from Gaza. The night was 
an enormous success. The generosity of the 300 plus (sell-out) crowd in attendance who dug deep to ensure 
each of the 50 children were successfully sponsored cannot be understated. This wonderful sponsorship 
success means over $30,000 will be going directly to Palestinian orphans in Gaza annually (sponsorships to 
Gaza were expanded to 60). These children now have a very real chance of improving their lives thanks to our 
members and friends. 
 
 

   

Pictures from the fundraising event 

We were honoured to have Professor Paddy Dewan who presented on his personal experiences with 
Palestinian children. Professor Dewan has travelled to Gaza a number of times and operated on these children 
who lack access to the medical expertise that Professor Dewan has. During his slide-show presentation 
Professor Dewan also showed how he was able to train some of the local staff in Gaza. Finally, in association 
with Moira Kelly’s Children’s First Foundation and with the assistance of Kind cuts for Kids, collectively, we 
have been able to bring out children whose circumstances are so dire, they were flown to Australia and treated 
here as part of our emergency child evacuation program. 

Fundraising Activity 

In April 2010, Olive Kids organised the first stall at Templestowe festival. It was an effective way to generate 
awareness of plight of Palestinian children and the work of Olive Kids with the public. The day proved effective 
with many discussions and the handing out of flyers, and also raising some money in the process. The event 
raised a total of $509. The activity is to be replicated at similar future events 
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Medical Missions,  

The lack of access to Gaza during the year due to the Gaza blockade restricted Olive Kids and its partner Kind 
Cuts for Kids from continuing with the medical missions for the Al-Awda hospital. These missions are planned 
to be back in action in late 2010, with the recent improvement in conditions. 

Collaboration with Children First Foundation 

Similar to the impact of the restrictions and blockade of Gaza, Olive Kids’ work and collaboration with the 
Children First Foundation was severely impacted with no Palestinian children brought from Gaza to Australia for 
treatment. The impact of the Israeli blockade on Gaza is crippling.  It denyies the sick children of Gaza, 
deprived of the basics of healthcare, the opportunity for life changing operations in Australia.  

Jenin Hospital Site Visit 

Board member Amin Abbas conducted an onsite visit at Jenin hospital, West Bank October 2009, and met with 
the assistant director Isam Alawneh and surgeons at the hospital. The objectives of the meeting were to learn 
about the hospital challenges, introduce Olive Kids work and areas of collaboration, including the Kids 
evacuation project in collaboration with the Children First Foundation and the Australian Medical missions in 
collaboration with Kind Cuts for Kids.  

The hospital’s key challenge is to cope with the high demand on its limited capacities and resources. The 
hospital is the primarily provider in North of the West Bank, serving a number of highly populated Palestinian 
towns and villages. The limited funding from aid and the Palestinian Authority forces the hospital to use 
community based fund raising, however all the current sources fall very short of the required operational 
budget. The hospital lacks surgeons, interns, sufficient equipment like new born incubators and has limited 
capacity in a number of other medical areas. The planning process has started for further collaborative missions 
in FY10/11. 

    

Pictures from the visit to Jenin Hospital 

The drive to open new channels of collaboration, including that of the Jenin hospital, provides alternatives to 
deploy available Australian capacities. The unpredictable and challenging circumstances of the conflict are 
likely to continue denying existing and established beneficiaries, which requires Olive Kids to continue to 
explore new opportunities. 
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Virtual Classroom Project 

The virtual classroom project is an innovative undertaking to cross geographical boundaries and make a 
difference in a child’s life. The purpose is to use the Internet and other web-based technologies used in the 
corporate world to bring Australian expertise to Palestinian children and their providers. 

Technical assessments were conducted during the year, and professional experts in the area of childhood 
development were recruited as volunteers to assist with this project. The pilot program is intended for 
September 2010 in collaboration with Al-Amal Institute for Orphans in Gaza. The team in Gaza are very excited 
with the great potential of this project to enhance their capacity and future development. 

Operational 

Website  
http://olivekids.org.au 

AGM,      
5th Sep 12am - 2pm  

Focus in FY11 

Olive Kids is all about making a difference for the Palestinian children. The lack of positive outlook for peace in 
the region suggests a growing need for the work we do at Olive Kids. 
 
In the next financial year, we plan to: 

1. Develop our virtual classroom project and our education capacity 
2. Continue with our tax deductibility process 
3. Expand our fundraiser activities 
4. Expand membership 
5. Recruit new volunteers 

We look forward to your continued support and contribution.  
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