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The Australian Foundation for Palestinian Children (Olive Kids) undertook a number of successful 
projects in 2010/2011 thanks to the extraordinary efforts of our many tireless volunteers.  In the 
following report, the achievements of the foundation on key projects and initiatives will be 
presented. 

 
 
Orphan’s project 
 

Olive Kids is proud of the fact that 100 orphans at Al-Amal institute in Gaza are now sponsored to 
the tune of $60,000 per year thanks to the generosity of our Australian sponsors. The sponsorship 
program is managed in collaboration with our partner orphanage to ensure that the orphans are 
supplied with their critical needs at the orphanage. Olive Kids also arrange for a sizable portion of 
the orphan fund to go towards the future education of these orphans. This fund is kept in a 
separate savings account for each orphan. 
 
During the course of the year, Olive Kids collaborated with Al-Amal on an art expression project. 
The orphans completed 20 drawings on a topic of their choosing, of which 10 were selected for 
auction at the Olive Kids annual fund raising dinner. Prior to every drawing being auctioned, a 
short video of the children working on the piece was shown, where the child also shared their 
thoughts. In addition to the funds that we also dedicated to the education of the children, the 
videos created a wonderful connection between the children and the audience. 
 

 

 
Children’s Art 

 
Olive Kids also continue with the sponsorship program of 10 orphans in Jerusalem with our 
partner Emleson. 
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Clothes project 

Olive Kids administered several clothes drives, collecting and packaging new and high quality used 
clothing for the Palestinian refugee camps in Jordan. The third Olive Kids 20-foot container was 
shipped and distributed in partnership with UNRWA at the Jarash camp. 

 

Clothes distribution of Olive Kids aid at Jarash camp in Jordan 

Sports Ball Project 
 

As many Palestinian children are deprived of the basic right to lead a normal life, toys and sports 
equipment are considered luxury items and often neglected. Based on a request from UNRWA-
Gaza, 300 footballs and soccer balls were purchased and delivered to UNRWA schools in addition 
to our partner orphanage in Gaza, Al-Amal. We were overjoyed to watch the children enjoy their 
new gifts. 
 

 

 
Children of Al Amal in Gaza enjoying their new soccer balls 

    

The Annual Fundraising Dinner 
    

The 4th annual fundraising dinner for Olive Kids on Sunday March 27 saw some 400 
people gather to support the children of Palestine, under the theme of Children and 
Art.  The event raised $32,000 in funds and added 42 Palestinian sponsorships of 
orphans in Gaza increased the sponsorship count of Olive Kids by 42 orphans? 
 
 

Palestine Land Day (رضGيوم ا Yom al-Ard) is commemorated on March 30 every year, so our 
event coincided with this important occasion. The evening included the participation of the Quiz 
Master Mr Bryan Dawe, one of Australia’s most prolific political satirists, in addition to two other 
inspiring and diverse participants. There was Spoken Word Poetry with an amazing oration by Alia 
Gabrez as she performed This House. This original piece had the entire audience mesmerised as 
they waited to hear the story slowly, but predictably, unfold. 
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Quiz Master: Bryan Dawe            Alia Gabrez                   Phil Monsour 

 
 

The second performer was Phil Monsour. Phil is a singer, songwriter and activist and as part of his 
Australia-wide tour raising awareness about the plight of the Palestinians we were lucky enough to 
have him share his songs and slides that make up his Journey to Palestine show.  
 

In keeping with tradition however, the El-Rozana Dabkeh Troupe put on another stunning 
performance again highlighting just how important the cultural aspects of Palestinian heritage are 
both for the current generation and those who will no doubt carry forward this amazing talent. 
 

  
El Rozana Dabkeh Troupe 

 
 

Special thanks also to Maria Vamvakinou MP, Mrs Margaret Smith (CEO of Children’s First 
Foundation), Professor Paddy Dewan (Chairman, Kind Cuts for Kids Foundation) and all of our 
other very special guests for attending and supporting this wonderful charitable initiative.  
 
Donation to Brisbane School 
 
 

The devastating floods in Queensland earlier this year moved everyone of us to contribute in some 
way. At Olive Kids, we decided to contribute 20% of the proceeds of our Annual Dinner tickets to 
an affected school in Brisbane. After all, it is children’s wellbeing that our work is all about. 
 
The Rocklea State School received a $2000 donation, and the money was used to replace the 
outdoor games for the children.  
 

 
Children of Rocklea State School in Brisbane enjoying their new outdoor games 
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Medical Missions 
 
Early this year, we witnessed some improvement in access to Gaza. The change in conditions 
allowed a medical mission of Australian surgeons to travel to Gaza in June. Olive Kids support to 
such missions will be expanded in the future, with the foundation working on facilitating access to 
West Bank hospitals and also collaborating with medical schools in Palestine. The continued need 
for skills development and improving the capacities of Palestinian doctors on the ground will be 
key priority to truly develop the medical care offered to the children of Palestine. 
 
Collaboration with Children First Foundation 
 
Olive Kids’ work and collaboration with the Children First Foundation continued in FY11, with four 
Palestinian children brought from Gaza for treatment. Logistical support, translation and access to 
the community are key areas where Olive Kids contribution allows such great work to continue 
and grow. 
 
Remote Education  
 
Whilst limited progress was made in FY11, this initiative will be a critical area to develop in FY12. 
Remote education will offer access to capacity building of providers with limited cost, and 
particularly in the medical area. 
 
Operational 
 
Website:  http://olivekids.org.au 
 
AGM:      18th September 10:00am – 11:00am  
 
Focus in FY12 
 
Olive Kids will continue to provide differentiated projects to assist the Palestinian Children. In 
FY12, our focus will be on the following initiatives,   
 
1. Define and set up collaboration with medical schools in Palestine 
2. Establish medical missions to the West Bank hospitals 
3. Continue with our tax deductibility process 
4. Develop our education capacity and particularly our remote delivery capacity 
 
A huge debt of gratitude goes to all of the Olive Kids members and volunteers for their determined 
efforts in growing the work of Olive Kids. We are also extremely grateful to all those who made 
donations or supported our work in any way.  Without the generosity of you all, we simply would 
not be able to continue in our efforts to fulfil our commitments to the very worthy and desperate 
children of Palestine – Thank You!  
 


