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The Australian Foundation for Palestinian Children (Olive Kids) continued to grow its work and 
capacity in 2011/2012, thanks to our most valuable asset, our committed volunteers.  In the 
following report, the achievements of the foundation on key projects and initiatives will be 
presented. 

 
Orphan’s project 
 

Olive Kids grew the sponsorship program to 133 orphans taking the total Australian contribution to 
almost $80,000 per year thanks to the generosity of our Australian sponsors. Majority of the 
sponsorships are managed in collaboration with our partner orphanage at Al-Amal institute in 
Gaza, where orphans services are covered and a portion of the sponsorship is set aside for the 
orphans’ education. A smaller number of 10 sponsorships are managed in collaboration with 

Emleson women society in Jerusalem.  
 

 
 
Clothes Drives 

In 2012,Olive Kids arranged several clothes drives, collecting and packaging new and high quality 
used clothing for the Palestinian refugee camps in Jordan. The forth Olive Kids 20-foot container is 
planned to be shipped to Jordan to be distributed in partnership with UNRWA. 

 
 
In addition, 600 soccer balls and new children clothing were purchased and are included in the 
shipped container to be redirected to Gaza post its arrival in Jordan. The disadvantaged children of 

Gaza will receive the Australian contribution of sports balls for a second year running, to be 
distributed to UNRWA schools in the strip.  



 

The Annual Fundraising Dinner 
 

On the 29th of April, Olive Kids celebrated its 5th Annual Fundraising Dinner.  The sold-out event 
focused on delivering on the education theme of the night. Along with our 300 plus supporters on 
the night, we were collectively able to raise sufficient/adequate funds to facilitate much of our 
intended goals which were; to increase the sponsored orphans, purchase 4 interactive whiteboards 
and music instruments for our partner orphanage in Gaza and cover the cost of sending 4 medical 
surgeons to Palestine in June. A total of $20,000 was raised to cover our medical and education 
work.  
 

Representing the Olive Kids board on the evening was Amin Abbas, who detailed some of the 
activities that had been successfully undertaken since the last dinner and over the last 5 years. 
 

There were a number of highlights on the evening. We were lucky to have a special MC, Khaled 
Khalafalla, a comedian who was the runner-up in the RAW Comedy National Final in 2011. 
Khaled was both entertaining and engaging, successfully drawing audience attention to the 
important cause and mission of the evening.  
 

 
 
Also adding to the brilliance of the evening was the Drum Circle Events team. The audience was 
enthralled by the performance particularly when 250 drums were distributed and the audience 
engaged and had the chance to participate in such an exciting exercise of camraderie and fervor.  
As ever, the El-Rozana Dabkeh Troupe was outstanding as the girls proudly delivered the 
traditional Palestinian dancing with enormous precision and vigour. 
 

        
Special Guests from the Children First Foundation and Ms Bronwyn Halfpenny, MP 

 
We were very lucky to have with us two children from Gaza, Eman and Mohammed, who are in 
Australia under the auspices of the Children First Foundation (CFF). Accompanying them was 

CFF’s CEO Margaret Smith as well as two CFF support staff members, Ljerka Rados and Pat 
Weldon. The team at CFF do an outstanding job to ensure that innocent children, who would 
otherwise be forgotten, receive life-saving treatment here in Australia. Special thanks also to Ms 

Bronwyn Halfpenny MP for attending and speaking in strong support of the charitable work of 
Olive Kids. 
 



 

Education Project 
 

Major progress was made this year in our education initiative.  Olive Kids established a new 
partnership with Rubicon, a successful multi-media company specialising in education software. 

We thank Rubicon for generously donating the licence fees of their education software for the 
benefit of our partners in Gaza.  Olive Kids is currently finalising the purchase of 4 interactive 
whiteboards to improve the quality of education and delivery at the orphanage, where the Rubicon 

software will be utilised. Early in FY13, Olive Kids will cover the cost of sending 2 Al-Amal 
instructors to be trained on Rubicon software in Amman Jordan.    
 

Medical Missions 
 

This June, in collaboration with the Palestinian Ministry of Health, Olive Kids sponsored and 
facilitated a medical mission to the West Bank where an Australian team of experts conducted 25 

operations, a number medical seminars and coaching of local surgeons. The team was lead by 
Associate Professor David Croacker (General and Neonatal Paediatric Surgeon) and included Dr. 
Nick Gemmell-Smith (Anaesthetist) and Mr Paul Chicchio (Nurse). The mission focused on 

Paediatric (General and Orthopaedic) surgery and conducted between the 19th and 28th of June 
2012 at the Rafidia Governmental Hospital in Nablus.   
 

In addition to the operations, seminars and coaching sessions given at the hospital, professor 

Croacker also explored opportunities to establish long term strategic alliance between the 
Australian National University and An Najah University in Nablus. These opportunities are under 
review for future remote work as well as onsite missions. 
 

Collaboration with Children First Foundation 
 

Olive Kids’ partnership and collaboration with the Children First Foundation continued to grow this 
year. Beginning the year with the completion of treatment for two Palestinian children, Olive Kids 
offered logistical support, translation and engagement with the Palestinian community. Children 
First foundation is also working closely with Olive Kids to expand reach opportunities to Palestinian 
children needing complex treatment in the future.  
 

Youth Leadership program - Know Thy Heritage 
 

Know Thy Heritage (KTH) is an annual leadership program developed by The Holy Land Christian 
Ecumenical Foundation (HCEF) to preserve the Arab Palestinian heritage. It aims to connect youth 
of Palestinian ancestry who live in the Diaspora, with their roots in Palestine.  
 

Olive Kids new-found partnership with HCEF made a trip to Palestine for 6 Australian-grown 
Palestinian youth possible in July 2012. KTH is an effective program to develop future leaders. 
Olive Kids prides itself in its culture of youth engagement and volunteering. Our work grows when 
we grow our volunteer network. Investing in our Palestinian youth breeds the volunteers and 
leaders to deliver on the charity and capacity building work of Olive Kids. 
 

FY13 Focus 
 

Future focus will continue to seek opportunities to amplify the return on donations through: (1)  
capacity building of the Palestinian doctors through educational medical missions; (2) developing 

our partner organisations through remote skills transfer; (3) improving the education offerings to 
the disadvantaged orphan children through new partnerships with specialised companies like 
Rubicon and (4) establishing our tax deductibility (DGR) status. 
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