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The Australian Foundation for Palestinian Children (Olive Kids) 2012/2013 year was full of 
challenges.  In the following report, the achievements of the foundation on key projects and 
initiatives will be presented. 

 
Orphan’s project 
 

Olive Kids sponsorship program continued to support over 130 orphans. The sponsorships are 
managed in collaboration with our partner orphanage at Al-Amal institute in Gaza, where orphans 
services are covered and a portion of the sponsorship is set aside for the orphans’ education.  
 

 
 
Clothes Drives 

In 2013, Olive Kids clothes drives continued to gain popularity and grew its outreach particularly 
through social media. High quality used clothing, books and toys collected for the Palestinian 
refugee camps in Jordan were delivered this year. A 20-foot container shipped to Aqaba-
Jordan and was then distributed in partnership with UNRWA.  

 
 
Further to the shipment directed to the Jordan camps, the container included 600 new soccer balls 
purchased by Olive Kids for UNRWA schools in Gaza. (The Gaza aid is redirected by UNRWA.) 



 

 
Fundraising Events 
 

In May 2013, Olive Kids organised a film screening of “The Other Son” at cinema Nova, followed 
by a brief commentary by the Palestinian playwright and human rights advocate Samah Sabawi. 
The event was sold out well before the night with over 150 people in attendance. The event was 
well received and film screenings will be considered for future fundraising activities. 
 
Also in May 2013, Olive Kids participated at Melbourne Souq 2013. The Indonesian students’ event 
was held at Coburg Town Hall, where Olive Kids had a stall and presented at the main stage. A 
portion of the funds raised at the event was dedicated to Olive Kids. 
 
The 6th Annual Fundraising Dinner is planned for late 2013 with the aim to focus on food 
malnutrition in Gaza, raising awareness and funds for future projects. 
 

 
 
Education Project 
 

During the financial year, Olive Kids purchased 4 interactive whiteboards for Al-Amal orphanage in 
Gaza. The process took longer than anticipated due to the ongoing Israeli blockade on Gaza and 
the ongoing unrest in neighbouring Egypt. The delivered whiteboards had some defects and were 
returned to the supplier for replacement. The process of replacement is ongoing at the time of this 
report, with further complications due to the restrictions on any external imports, including those 
for education purposes. Other suppliers are being sought including the option to repair the current 
whiteboards and further extensions to the warranty offered by the supplier.  
 
Further to the above challenges, the partnership with Rubicon, a successful multi-media company 
specialising in education software, were not leveraged due to Al-Amal staff being refused visas to 
enter Jordan and attend training on the software. Arranging for trainers from Jordan to go to Gaza 
was also not possible due to the circumstances of Gaza, and the arrangements are still pending. 
 
Education initiatives including remote sessions are being worked on for 2013/2014 projects. 
 
 

Medical Missions 
 

At the end of last financial year, Olive Kids sponsored and facilitated a mission to the Rafidia 
Hospital in Nablus in the West Bank, where 25 operations and a number of medical seminars were 
conducted. The team lead by Associate Professor David Croacker (General and Neonatal Paediatric 
Surgeon) included Dr. Nick Gemmell-Smith (Anaesthetist) and Mr Paul Chicchio (Nurse). Professor 
David is planning to head to Palestine, this time to Gaza late 2013/ early 2014. The planned 
mission will also focus on Paediatric surgery.   
 

 

 



 

 
Collaboration with Children First Foundation 
 
 

Late 2012, Olive Kids identified potential cases from Palestine for major treatment in Australia as 
part of our ongoing collaboration with the Children First Foundation. In December of that year, 
Olive Kids met the family in Jenin - Palestine and arrangements were finalised for a 12 year old 
boy with a serious walking disability to be brought to Australia for major treatment.  In April 2013, 
the young boy was escorted by an Olive Kids volunteer and is currently undergoing final 
arrangements for surgery. Olive Kids is providing volunteers and translation assistance in addition 
to any other support the Children First Foundation may require.  
 
On-site Visit at the Refugee Camps in Jordan 
 
 

In Dec 2012, Olive Kids volunteers visited the Jerash refugee camp in Jordan. The camp is known 
for its poor conditions in health, education and lack of infrastructure and general services. The aim 
of the visit was to meet the beneficiaries of our regular aid and look at opportunities to further 
expand our targeted aid. The visits helped established local contacts and identify many critical 
needs that will be included in our priorities for future projects.  
Note that all travel by Olive Kids volunteers is self-funded.  
 

 
 

 
Awareness Activities 
 
 

In June 2013, Olive Kids participated in an exhibition at Queens Hall, Victorian Parliament House to 
celebrate the contributions of Arab Australians to the State of Victoria. The exhibition’s aim was to 
highlight the valuable contributions that Arab Australians make to the State of Victoria, as 
individuals and organisations, in the areas of social development, academia, business, the arts and 
community service.  While the exhibition is broad and inclusive of all groups from Arabic Speaking 
Backgrounds, the exhibition highlighted the work done by Victorian NGO’s in the Palestinian 
Occupied Territories, the primary work of Olive Kids. The exhibition was organised by MP Bronwyn 
Halfpenny, State Member for Thomastown District and the Co-Convenor of Victorian Parliamentary 
Friends of Palestine. 
 

 
 



 

 
Youth Leadership program - Know Thy Heritage 
 
 

Olive Kids continued partnering with HCEF with another group of young Palestinians making the 
trip to Palestine. In June 2013, 5 Australian-grown Palestinians joined the former 6 from the 2012 
program, to bring the KTH leadership program alumni to 11 in total. Olive Kids continues to 
expand youth engagement and volunteering, and has earned its reputation as such.  
 
 

 
 
 
Know Thy Heritage (KTH) is an annual leadership program developed by The Holy Land Christian 
Ecumenical Foundation (HCEF) to preserve the Arab Palestinian heritage. It aims to connect youth 
of Palestinian ancestry who live in the Diaspora, with their roots in Palestine. KTH is a partner of 
Olive Kids. 
 
 

FY14 Focus 
 

In FY14, major focus on malnutrition of Gaza children is being explored as a key 2013/2014 
project. This is also intended to be the theme of the annual fund raising function in late 2013. 
Such a project will assist in further opportunities for capacity building of partners in the academic 
and non-profit sector.  
 
In addition to ongoing work in the medical and education areas, we will continue to expand 
awareness of the plight of the children of Palestine, address shortcomings and expand 
membership and continue to work on establishing our tax deductibility (DGR) status. 
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