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The report presents the achievements of the foundation on key projects and initiatives.
Director’s Note
The state of affairs for Palestinian children has taken a a turn for the worse in the last 12
months. The global pandemic, Covid-19, had a significant impact on the Palestinians in
the West Bank, Gaza and the refugee camps in the surrounding countries from Mid 2020.
What we know about Covid is that it most affects those that are least able to protect
themselves from it, the tragic blend of poverty, unemployment, poor healthcare and
dilapidated infrastructure severely impacting the most vulnerable, the children.
Gaza in particular, in its 15th year of a cruel and barbaric siege, a siege that collectively
punishes all those living under the occupation and control of Israel the situation has been
diabolical. Most families suffer from financial stress, struggling to secure enough food to
feed their families due to restrictions and lockdowns. These children unable to engage in
remote learning will never recover from this regression in their education. Sadly, this
however was only the start, the onslaught on Gaza in May 2021 left tens of children
without a parent, hundreds without a home and many tens of thousands severely
traumatised and suffering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).
I am proud to say that the Olive Kids team quickly pivoted into urgent action, running
multiple campaigns throughout the year to respond to these emergency needs and
priorities. From Covid campaigns supplying PPEs, test kits and food and hygiene packages,
to our GiveAGift campaign securing clothing, to urgent meals and finishing the financial
year with the Gaza Emergency campaign, an ambitious campaign to raise $100,000.00 to
secure medical supplies, fuel for hospital generators and food packages. Our final program
for the year was our ‘we teach life’ program in collaboration with Al-Amal orphanage to
help the children of Gaza deal with the near universal affliction of PTSD.
Our work would be impossible to accomplish without the generosity of our donors, the
support of everyone promoting our work, our amazing and tireless team of volunteers and
partners all guided by the singular goal of improving the lives of the children of Palestine.
Amin Abbas

Child Sponsorship Program
The Olive Kids flagship program continued with now over a decade of sponsorships. Many
who graduated from Al-Amal are now volunteering with the orphanage to give back to the
community.
The Olive Kids Orphan Sponsorship Program sponsored 371 children during the year, with
expansion of this number already in progress due to the devastating loss of life in May of
this year, including 30 children being inducted into the program in the first quarter of
FY2022, which will bring the number of children in the program over 400 for the first time.
This year was a challenging
restrictions preventing us from
time when many new sponsors
sponsorships. That said, during
using the sponsorship portal

one for the growth of the program due to Covid-19
holding our annual fundraising dinner, which is usually a
join the program and allow us to induct more children into
the year 50 sponsorships were created by sponsors online

This financial year Olive Kids contributed a total of $222,600 to the program.
University Scholarships
The scholarship fund has been established in memory of Dato Sir Ernest Emmanuel
Clough Thuraisingham (28 August 1898 – 30 March 1979). Dato Thuraisingham was the
first local Member (Minister) for Education in the Communities Liaison Committee formed
to build communal fraternity in British-ruled Malaya, from 1951–1955.
The program provides financial support to selected students undertaking undergraduate
study in Nursing or other health related field of study. Students are selected based on
identified criteria, including the student’s academic attainment and financial status.
Students with high GPA and in poor economic circumstances are prioritised for selection.
The program is delivered in partnership with the Islamic University of Gaza, where all
supported students study. The program funds the cost of study and required materials
(e.g. books and equipment) for the selected students.
The program currently supports 7 students who commenced study in 2020 or 2021.
Empowering Abilities
The latest Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) estimates 23,144 of the 40,000
Palestinains with disabilities in Gaza require some form of assistive, mobility, prosthetic or
orthotic devices. Most devices need to be replaced regularly, prosthesis on an average last

only three years, while orthosis for children require changes every six months. The
dysfunction of the health system including ineffective public health measures and
treatment, particularly for chronic conditions, leads to unmet needs and complications.
Olive Kids partnered with the Artificial Limb and Polio Centre (ALPC) - the oldest and first
center established in Gaza Governorates as an NGO in 1976. The ALPC has been
supported by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) since 2007 to deliver
comprehensive physical rehabilitation services in the areas of Prosthetic and Orthotic,
Physiotherapy, Wheelchairs, Club Foot and mental health and psychosocial support.
The Empowering Abilities initiative aims to promote the inclusion of people with disability
in Gaza through access to urgent and necessary prosthetic and orthotic devices. Olive Kids
established the Empowering Abilities in 2020 in partnership with ALPC with supervision
and guidance of ICRC. Over 200 individuals were supported through the year.
Olive Kids plans to seek support to continue this important project into 2022 and meet
ongoing demand on the ground. ICRC currently estimates demand for over 1,300 devices
moving forward valued at approximately $150,000 USD.
The project will involve Olive Kids funding the procurement of devices from local suppliers.
Medical Missions
Sadly our planned medical mission with Paediatric Surgeon Prof. David Croaker and his
team was suspended due to the challenges travel presented during the pandemic.
Compounding this tragedy is the fact that the 2019 and 2020 missions were cancelled due
to the political instability in Gaza.
Our collaboration with the Union of Health Work Committees (UHWC) however continued
during the year. Olive Kids was able to provide UHWC with Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE) , medical supplies and fuel for generators.

Fundraising Events and campaigns
Covid-19 Campaign 2021

When Gaza’s already poor conditions worsened with Covid cases rising in August 2020,
Olive Kids swiftly started a campaign for emergency assistance. In the midst of a global
pandemic, the under-resourced Gazan hospitals couldn’t cope and couldn’t afford the basic
necessities due to the ongoing siege and import restrictions, such as food and basic tools
for hygiene.
We partnered with the UHWC, MECA and Al-Amal orphanage and raised enough funds to
purchase,
●
●
●
●

600 hygiene packages
600 food packages
2,000 COVID-19 tests
Fuel for hospital generators

Give A Gift Campaign
The Olive Kids annual GiveAGift campaign coinciding with Eid raised $50,000 to support
the children and families in Gaza and allowed us to fund
- 500 clothing kits (clothes and toys - $50 each)
- 500 food packages ($30 each)
- 2,000 meals ($5 each)
Sadly, the campaign had to be adjusted , with the campaign redirecting these funds to
food packages and clothes to the hundreds of families that lost their homes and
possessions following the Israeli assault on Gaza in May 2021.

Olive Kids Emergency Appeal for Gaza Campaign
In response to the devastating war on Gaza we launched an emergency campaign. Our
supporters responded to our call and we managed to raise $90,000.00 These funds were
allocated to the following programs
Olive Kids Emergency Appeal for Gaza
·
·
·
·

$30,000 - Urgently needed medical supplies and consumables for and
Al-Awda Hospital and UHWC Medical Centres
$15,000 - Fuel for generators for UHWC facilities to address critical electricity
shortages
$25,000 - 500 Urgent food packages for displaced and impacted families
$20,000 - 500 Urgent hygiene kits for impacted families

The campaign exceeded our expectations and we raised $103,523, with the additional
funds directed to the “we teach life” campaign, helping the children of Gaza suffering from
PTSD.

Destruction at Al-Amal orphanage
Our campaign also gained coverage in the Australian media.
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/airstrikes-may-have-stopped-in-gaza-but-now-aid-workersare-struggling-to-cope-with-demand
“We Teach life” Campaign

The Al-Amal orphanage facilities sustained some damage as a result of Israeli airstrikes.
Many of the families living on Al-Wehda Street, where the orphanage is located, have also
been heavily impacted, with many children losing a parent and countless children suffering
from PTSD throughout Gaza.

In partnership with Al Amal, surplus funds from the emergency appeal campaign was
dedicated to support 500 children diagnosed with PTSD.

Film Screening
In February 2021, we had an exclusive
screening of the film In My Blood It Runs, a
film that represents the complex struggles of
the lives of Dujuan, an indigineous child
growing up Mparntwe (Alice Springs), Sandy
Bore Homeland and Borroloola Community,
Northern Territory, Australia over three and a
half years. The film was chosen to help
enlighten the Olive Kids community on the
similarities of the plight of Australia's first
nations people and the connectedness of the
struggle for justice
between Australians
indigenous peoples and and the indigenous
Palestinains.
The screening was followed by a panel
discussion with film producer Rachel Naninaaq
Edwardson in conversation with Palestinian
Poet, Playwright and activist Samah Sabawi .
Olive Kids raised $504, which was donated to
the Children’s Grounds project.

Olive Kids Annual Dinner
The Olive Kids Annual Dinner is our marquee event.
Whilst it is our primary fundraising activity each year, it is also our opportunity to meet and
thank all those that place their trust in us. This event gives us a unique platform to
articulate our goals and plans and is our single best avenue at generating new sponsors
for our Orphan Sponsorship Program.
We hope and pray that the world will revert to normality at some point and we expect
that we will compliment our Annual Dinner with our virtual campaigns. A significant
learning that we have taken from this past year has been our capacity to expand our
reach and increase our fundraising goals using on-line tools and platforms.

FY21 Financials

For further information, please refer to our full 2021 financial report.

FY22 Focus
In 2021 – 2022 we will aim to deliver on the following projects and priorities,
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Develop more structured projects management processes
Seek funding and deliver Empowering abilities 2022
Complete the Women Empowerment project
Complete the back to school project
Expand and enhance engagement with the scholarships students

Finally, a big thank you to all our donors and awesome volunteers, and we look forward to
your ongoing support and contribution in FY21.

Olive Kids Board

Olive Kids would like to pay respect to the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nations who are
the traditional owners of the land on which we work, organise, and fundraise. As an
organisation supporting children in Palestine, we acknowledge that it is the same
settler-colonial system that vilifies, oppresses, and imprisons both Palestinian and
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander children. We are committed to creating a just and fair
world for children everywhere.

