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The report presents the achievements of the foundation on key projects and initiatives.

Director’s Note

This year Gaza entered its 16th year of the barbaric Israeli siege. A generation of
Palestinian teenagers know nothing but living under the horrific conditions of constant
threat of war, disrupted education, restricted movement and collective punishment. A
generation of hopes cruelly crushed by Israel.

This devastation was compounded by yet another attack on Gaza in August 2022, leaving
17 children dead and hundreds displaced and many more traumatised by the ongoing
experience of loss, injury and displacement.

Olive Kids continue to respond to these challenges, running multiple campaigns
throughout the year in the desperate hope that we can help from emergency campaigns,
to back to school programs, to winter clothes and our annual GiveAGift campaign, Olive
Kids is always responding to the most critical needs on the ground.

This work is only possible with the generosity of our donors, our amazing and tireless
board, volunteers and partners and our great supporters in Australia and all around the
world. To them we say Thank you for helping us to be a voice for the children of
Palestine, creating opportunity and fostering hope.

Amin Abbas

mailto:rami.abushaqra@olivekids.org.au


Child Sponsorship Program

The Olive Kids Orphan Sponsorship Program sponsored 371 children during the year. The
total funds sent to cover the children for FY22 was $222,600.

Given the ongoing siege and attacks on Gaza, our partners Al-Amal are keen to grow the
program again by adding more sponsored children in the coming year.

As a 100% volunteering organisation, running a program with many sponsors and admin
work requires ongoing streamlining of our processes, an initiative we will be focusing on in
FY23.

University Scholarships

The scholarship fund has been established in memory of Dato Sir Ernest Emmanuel
Clough Thuraisingham (28 August 1898 – 30 March 1979). Dato Thuraisingham was the
first local Member (Minister) for Education in the Communities Liaison Committee formed
to build communal fraternity in British-ruled Malaya, from 1951–1955.

The program provides financial support to selected students undertaking undergraduate
study in Nursing or other health related fields of study. Students are selected based on set
criteria, including the student’s academic record as well as their financial status. Students
with high GPA’s and in poor economic circumstances are prioritised for selection.

The program is delivered in partnership with the Islamic University of Gaza, where all
supported students study. The program funds the cost of study and required materials
(e.g. books and equipment) for the selected students.

The program currently supports 9 students, 7 of which commenced their studies in 2020
and 2 in 2021, with 2 more planned in late 2022.

Empowering Abilities

The Empowering Abilities initiative aims to promote the inclusion of people with disability
in Gaza through access to urgent and necessary prosthetic and orthotic devices. Olive Kids
established the Empowering Abilities in 2020 in partnership with the Artificial Limbs and
Polio Centre in Gaza (ALPC) with supervision and guidance of the international committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC). Over 200 individuals were supported through the year.

Olive Kids plans to seek support to investigate funding this important project into 2023
and meet ongoing demand on the ground.

The project will involve Olive Kids funding the procurement of devices from local suppliers.



Medical Missions

Our program for medical missions continued to be on pause this year on the back of the
political instability and post Covid challenges. This will be reviewed in the coming year for
potential resumption of the program.

Our collaboration with the Union of Health Work Committees (UHWC) continued during the
year. Olive Kids engages with UHWC regularly to enable urgent assistance particularly for
medical supplies and fuel for generators.

Fundraising Events and campaigns
Back to School 2021

The blend of the Covid-19 pandemic and the devastating siege has left the children in
Gaza traumatised. A recent report has also found that Israel's attack in May 2021 resulted
in over 91% of Gazan children being traumatised. In this most challenging environment
the health, education and wellbeing of the most vulnerable in society, children and in
particular orphans suffer the most.

In partnership with Ta-Ra fund, the “normalcy” project was to help the children get back
to “normal” by offering basics such as school uniforms, shoes, school bags and stationery.
These essentials helped alleviate the financial stress and burden on families that were
struggling to put food on the table.

https://euromedmonitor.org/uploads/reports/gazachildrepen.pdf


This project also assisted in
providing employment
opportunities for some families
by engaging some of the
parents and guardians in our
partner organisation, Al-Amal
sewing workshop, with the
added bonus of these
parents/guardians enhancing
and developing their skills.

The Back-to-School initiative
provided 1,000 children with
school uniforms, shoes, bags
and stationery. The Budget for
the project was AU$50,000



Run for Palestine funds
Sports kits for the Children - Winter Clothing

The funds raised from Run for Palestine 2021 were agreed to be directed to assist the
children in Gaza get more active and engage with sports activities, and also offer them
winter clothing. This had the added benefit of having the children engage in fun and
beneficial activities to try and alleviate the impact of war and destruction.

The project involved making 1000 sports suits for the children at Al-Amal of a variety of
sizes and colors. The budget allocated was AUD$20,000.



Give a Gift Campaign 2022

In what has become an annual campaign, the Olive Kids GiveAGift 2022 coincided with Eid
and raised $52,500. The campaign helps support the children and families in Gaza,
offering the children hope and fun in a difficult and traumatising environment.

The money raised this year allowed us to fund:
- 700 gift kits (clothes and toys - $50 each)
- 500 food packages ($30 each)
- 1,000 meals ($5 each)



Olive Kids Annual Dinner

The Olive Kids Annual Dinner is our marquee event.

Whilst it is our primary fundraising activity each year, it is also our opportunity to meet and
thank all those that place their trust in us. This event gives us a unique platform to
articulate our goals and plans and is our single best avenue at generating new sponsors
for our Orphan Sponsorship Program.

Due to the impact of the pandemic and risks in organising large scale events, Olive Kids
did not run an annual dinner in 2022. It is our hope that as the world reverts back to
normality following the pandemic that we can re-introduce our highly anticipated Annual
Dinner.

Advantageously however, the pandemic has allowed us to increase focus of our virtual
campaigns and increase both our reach and fundraising goals using online tools and
platforms. Given their success, we will strive to complement our in person events with
virtual campaigns moving forward.



FY22 Financials

For further information, please refer to our full 2022 financial report.



FY23 Focus

In 2022 – 2023 we will aim to deliver on the following projects and priorities:

1. Improve child sponsorship engagement with sponsors
2. Complete the Women Empowerment project
3. Expand and enhance engagement with the scholarships students
4. Develop more structured project management processes
5. Improve website and general communications

Finally, a big thank you to all our donors and committed volunteers.We look forward to
your ongoing support and contribution in FY23.

Olive Kids Board

Olive Kids would like to pay respect to the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nations who are
the traditional owners of the land on which we work, organise, and fundraise. As an

organisation supporting children in Palestine, we acknowledge that it is the same
settler-colonial system that vilifies, oppresses, and imprisons both Palestinian and

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander children. We are committed to creating a just and fair
world for children everywhere.


